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Updates from your
Surgery in Children Network
Focus on restoration and recovery
Simon says…
I’m delighted to share this first update newsletter from the
South West Surgery in Children Operational Delivery
Network.
We hope to use this newsletter to share updates with our
colleagues across the region and encourage you to send us
anything you think might be useful for future newsletters.
This newsletter will update our regional teams on:
 Upcoming meetings and engagement events within the
region
 Highlight any changes to national guidelines or policies
 Share new tools, information leaflets or other innovations
that might be of interest
I am really looking forward to continuing
to work with everyone involved in the care
of children undergoing surgery in the
South West, and the improvements we
can make working together. Please get in
touch with any of the team with any ideas
or suggestions for future newsletters.
Simon Courtman
Clinical Director for the SW SIC ODN

Guided by Guidelines
A core role of the Surgery in Children Operational Delivery
Network team is to support delivery and implementation of
national guidelines.

Over the pandemic we have been working with local teams to
ensure the implementation of the RCPCH Guidelines for the
Recovery and Elective Surgery in Children.
Over the next 12 months the core team will work alongside
our clinical working groups and wider colleagues to review
and support implementation of the ‘Getting it Right First
Time’ (GIRFT) reviews. A published GIRFT review of Ear,
Nose and Throat Surgery includes recommendations for
children’s surgery that the team are working towards, and the
Paediatric General Surgery & Urology report was recently
published and can be found here.
The Trauma & Orthopaedic Surgery GIRFT report is due for
release short and will make key recommendations that will
drive our plans for the next 12 months working alongside and
clinical working group.

Rejuvenating the
Restoration Meeting
Since April 2020 colleagues from across the South West
Surgery in Children Operational Delivery Network have
been meeting to discuss and share challenges and
solutions related to the global pandemic.
The ‘Restoration and Recovery’ meetings ran on a
monthly basis for 12 months with over 100 network
members on the distribution list. It was agreed at the last
meeting in June 2021 that this sharing of updates,
information, good practice and challenges was extremely
beneficial and should continue in a more general
manner. Moving forwards, the group’s focus will be
sharing cross-cutting developments, maintaining some
discussion on restoration.
The group will next meet on September 30th and will
discuss future topics for collaboration, such as preoperative assessment, patient experience and future
models of care.
Contact us if you are
interested in being part
of the group and these
discussions.

Save the Date!
Network Standards Engagement Event
“Implementing the NHS review”
Wednesday 20th October at 14:00 - 15:30
on Microsoft Teams
All regional colleagues welcome - please contact
the network team if you wish to attend.

ubh-tr.swsicodn@nhs.net
More news on page 2

Best Practice Recommendations
Our Clinical Working Groups have been busy developing regional
best practice recommendations over the last few months:
 Adenotonsillectomy Pathway - contact us for a copy
 Appendicectomy Pathway - coming soon

National Updates
A national patient safety alert has been
published by NHS England and NHS
Improvement National Patient Safety
Team and Royal College of Emergency
Medicine regarding the ingestion of super
strong magnets.
Click on the image for more details.

Meet the Team
The South West Surgery in Children Operational Delivery
Network activities are supported by a small dedicated team who
work closely with colleagues across the region:
Simon Courtman
Clinical Director
I have been a consultant in paediatric
anaesthesia in Plymouth for 15 years where I
have established a dedicated children’s surgical
unit and am director of Women’s and Children’s
Services. I sit on the national council of the
Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of GB and
Ireland, enabling me to engage in national
strategy for children’s surgery and represent the
South West in strategic discussions.

Catherine Carpenter-Clawson
Network Manager

I started my career in the private sector however
have spent the last 12 years in the NHS. I enjoy
the challenge of regional roles; starting my NHS
time in the Cancer Networks and more recently
as a Genomic Medicine Centre manager. I am
passionate about networking and collaboration.

Gael Rolls
Lead Nurse

I began my career as a paediatric nurse in
Glasgow Children’s Hospital. I worked in
Paediatric Intensive Care for many years before
becoming a Lead Nurse for Surgery, among
other national services, before moving to the
South West of England this year. I am very
patient and family focussed and committed to
ensuring the best experiences for our children
and families.

Tania Sparks
Network Support Manager

I began working for the NHS as a Programme
Administrator in 2019 after spending several
years working aboard in the tourism industry, and
joined the ODN team in February 2021. I also
support the South West Paediatric Critical Care
Operational Delivery Network.

Latest News
Please see below link to NICE guidance which
describes good patient experience for babies,
children and young people, and makes
recommendations on how it can be delivered:
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG204

Training &
Development
An exciting FREE! study day for nurses—register
using link below:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thames-valley-andwessex-surgery-in-children-nurse-education-daytickets-162531699689

To register for online Quality Improvement modules:
https://www.qilearning.england.nhs.uk/

NHS National Development opportunities:
These programmes are designed to help everyone in the
NHS discover their full leadership potential and achieve
the highest standards in health and care.
Programmes – Leadership Academy

Bristol Royal Hospital for Children
annual education opportunities –
please contact Gael Rolls for more
information.

Autumn Meeting Dates
Thursday 30th September at 14:00 - 15:30
Restoration and Service Recovery Group
Monday 4th October at 14:00 - 15:30
General Surgery & Urology Working Group
Monday 11th October at 14:00 - 15:30
SW Surgery in Children Network Board
Thursday 14th October at 14:00 - 15:30
ENT Working Group
Wednesday 20th October at 14:00 - 15:30
Network Standards Engagement Event
Thursday 11th November at 9:00 - 10:30
T&O Working Group

Coming soon…
The South West Surgery in Children network team
are currently developing a website which will include
information and documents for our network
members and provide support for patients/families.
Our website will be launching at the end of
September 2021.
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